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NATIONAL PLANNING CONFERENCE—1953 


As this Newsletter is being prepared for dis- 
tribution to ASPO members, we haven't yet checked 
on the final count of the persons who registered 
for the National Planning Conference in Detroit. 
The registration far exceeded that of any previous 
conference; that we know. We also know, for example, 
that the number of cities represented was greater 
than ever before; that there were over 100 planning 
commissioners at the conference; that more than 60 
mnicipal, county and state officials not directly 
connected with planning agencies attended; and that 
twenty-eight schools were represented. There were 
& great many planners from several Canadian prov- 
inces, and also planners from Alaska, Guam, Puerto 
| Rico, Argentina, Germany, Japan, Mexico and Peru. 
We have been busy 


A number of new features were introduced at the 
conference and were very popular - for example: the 
alumi meetings held by seven planning schools; the 
special session for discussion of organization and 
programs of state-wide planning associations; the 
planning students forum; and the special clinic on 
training planners, for planning professors only. 

More than 350 people stayed over for the post- 
conference field trip. Over 100 wives attended the 
conference and participated in a special program 
arranged for them. 

The exceptionally fine exhibit on planning in 
the Detroit metropolitan area, exhibits of aerial 
mapping and coin-operated parking lot gates, and an 
exhibit of over 70 planning books by a number of 





thanking participants, 


publishing firms were 
other special and popu- 


while in turn we have re- 
ceived numerous letters 
» from speakers, particu- 
» lerly from non-member 
speakers, telling us how 
impressed they were by 
this conference of plan- 
ners. One most unusual 
circumstance of this con- 


» ference is the number of 


letters which have been 
| Teceived by speakers and 
the requests which some 
received to substantially 
repeat their talks in 


O’‘HARROW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR—BLUCHER CONSULTANT 


The Board of Directors of ASPO, at its annual 
meeting held in conjunction with the National Planning 
Conference in Detroit, accepted the resignation of 
Walter Blucher, who has served as executive director 
of ASPO since its creation nineteen years ago. Dennis 
O'Harrow, who has been with ASPO for a number of years, 
first as assistant director and subsequently as asso- 
ciate director, was appointed to succeed Blucher as 
executive director. 

Blucher will remain with ASPO, serving as consult- 
ant to the Society. He will continue the preparation 
of the ZONING DIGEST and will assist with PLANNING 
ADVISORY SERVICE and other activities. This change 
is to take effect on the first of January 1954. 


lar features. 

Other important oc- 
currences at the 1953 
conference are reported 
elsewhere in this News- 
letter. A copy of the 
Minutes of the Annual 
Meeting of the Members, 
which includes the report 
of the Executive Direc- 
tor, will be sent to all 
members soon. The var- 
ious papers presented, 
as well as the reporters' 
summaries of the discus- 


various cities through- 





sions, will, of course, 








out the United States. 

We have been inundated with letters from those 
— who were present, telling us what a remarkably fine 
conference it was. A feeling of excitement pre- 
vailed throughout the entire conference, and many 
§ have written to us saying that they came away feel- 
© ing uplifted and encouraged. Starting with the job 


) Market session, at which we distributed a list of 


&vailable jobs totaling some 80 positions, and con- 
tinuing through the final session on transportation, 
every session hit a high mark for excellency and for 
attendance. The final session was of such sufficient 
interest to occupy the front page of the Detroit 
News. Some of the news items, speeches and editor- 
ials on the conference sessions reproduced on the 
following pages illustrate the lively discussion of 
Planning mtters that took place. 


be published in the an- 
nual proceedings, Planning 1953, which you will re- 
ceive through your membership in the Society. 

We are proud of the 1953 National Planning Con- 
ference, which was the most successful ever held by 
the Society - not only from the point of view of at- 
tendance, but more important, because of the outstand- 
ing quality of the discussions. Some of our severest 
critics have told us that they have never been so 
stimulated at any other conference of any kind. 

The Board of Directors, the ASPO staff, and the 
Local Committee for next year's conference have al- 
ready begun to plan for 1954 - the 20th Anniversary of 
the American Society of Planning Officials. The 20th 
Anniversary Conference, an important event you won't 
want to miss, will be held at the Benjamin Franklin 
Hotel in Philadelphia on September 26, 27, 28 and 29. 
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THE COMMENTA 


By W. K. KELSEY 





To Convene 
Sunday 


unicipal Planning 


About 209 city and regional | Planning 


planners are expected to at- 


Hotel. 
The conference is to be 
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with registers ¥ pes 
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Lily Planners 
Seek Converts 


By Will Hardy 


There was a time not too long 
ago when a financially frustrated 
father would advise his son to be 

a lawyer, doctor, or an engineer 

Now, if you want your son to 
have # solid and secure future, it 
might be wise to train him to be a 


city (or even better, regional) 


planner. 

That the nation lacks people 
trained in this field became clearly 
evident today as the Americar 
Society of Planning Officials 
boasting the cream of the vision 
aries, held a series of meetings at 
Wayne University 


Rehash Meeting 


The ostensible purpose of 
was to rehash what 

been said in the three days 
society has wed L conference ai 
the Hotel Sta 

But the ~ reason is that the 
a = ant young, virile 
intelligent a to fill ¢ 
wide-open and low-paid rank,. 

er © are holding the sess nt 
at Wayne because they ferl i 
may result in the university’ 
starting @ program to train plan 
ers. 


16 e 


Nearly 1,000 planning’ steal 
stitute of A: from all over the United States,! 
Ledyard Bis) Canada and Europe will move) 

into Detroit today to — 
in the world’s largest plann 


uled rm 
at the Statler 


ing — Monday gi | will 
Nelson, vice pres 


chairman of the omy oy who 
Open | will introduce Mayor Cobo. 
SESSIONS AT WAYNE 
Lawrence M. Orton, president 
of the American Society of Plan- 
ing ATE will respond. 


} 


Officials. 
The visitors will be told how De- 
tend the four-day National |troit had a city plan a few years 
Planning Conference which | atrer Washington, and why it wasn't 
opens Sunday et the Statler | pried out. They will be shown 
what is being done now. Some old- |W 
+ eg by the American timer may recall a planner who sug: 


nen City Plan War City Cant 


ee Here Dodge Bo Bombs 


CITY PLANNERS from all over | tire metropolitan 


the country are holding a five-day 
convention in Detroit. 
known as the: American Society of 


They are 


arns Big 
- Youngste: 1 
Cities Arce Sais rmre tater rants: stot time Soe tive hel tmgeary iat i ere 


Weak Spots'iren. mins « 


he Exetutwe Says 
hl as Nation May 
e on Dispersian 

THE NEW YORK TIMES, 


4-~ conference expected 
sarly 500 of the na- 
city planning offi 
vere today 


g treed for the 


the top planning expert 
the area said today. 


jopened in the Hotel 
welcoming address 


‘that survival of the na 
sopolitan Area ‘. om So on pert 
\ oo Commission, is ability caperne is ony 
i of the confer- industrial plants, 


ff the first day's ses- Urges Dispersal 
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Plesners Endorse 
Putting Schools in 





aizees Walking Distance 


biessin lgrade. or high echool, as may be 
| But with Populations shifting 
by necessity to turn to 4d school taxes limited, a com- 
consolidated schoois, or are sym-| |munity — oan achieve 
bols of poor planning, the ex. Perfection, 
1 For po the * "lew Orleans 
Two diverging trends in schoo} Dutt no new os for a decade 
programs were discussed yester. 294 ignored a growing popula. 
day at a session of the American ‘ion. Now, faced with an emer- 
Society of Planning Officials at &*¢yY and land at a premium 
the Hote! Statler — Bg congested below-sea 
2 : level city, it is taking a 
KIND TO PURSE which has admitted shorter 
One, on which New Orleans is ings. 





BOMB THREAT CITED GHANINS-0 0.00% sss gr 
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Early Eradication of Blighted Builde 





at the open-| | Housing Is Urged by General 2d Ay 
Nelson as Defense Move for 

ah meng Co., — 

janning Cities| | quent to Tan teow Ran fame The 


xecutive vice 
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y See 
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DETROIT, Oct 
measures to erase slums and end Sixty-ej 
m industry's |traffic strangulation was prescribed has bee 
| for the cities of America today as Organi 
@ long necessary course of treat-|with a 
ment that now had become a mat-/house t 
ter of simple survival 
atomic attack Repo 


12—Drastic Second 


against) cost is 


Otto L. Nelson Jr 


ion in “The| | president of the New York Life 





lif the donfer. 


rognosis in his keynote sj 
1 held work-| |¢ fe erthe annual ee ee the 
Amovient Society of Planning Of 
which opened here this 
morning at the Statler Hotel 


\fictals 
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Planners Watch | =“ 


Plane of Detroit and Toronto} ion is increas-| 
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| 
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r the defense 


comtas more 
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has made of} 
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General Nelson 


Called War Perils 


They Could Lead to Disaster, 
General Tells City Planners 


now embarked, involves buildin; 
& “school village” on’ the cue, ~_FACTOR 1S FINANCING 
skirts of the city and “bussing” The motivating factor was the 
all the youngsters w it. This,|fact that the ST acres 
concedes Dan S. Martin, the New WOuld cost $5,700,000 in the area 
Orleans school planner, may keep where the children are and only 
some children on the bus as $190,000 at the outskirts. The cost 
much as 90 minutes or more °f bus transportation over 17 
daily. But it is kind to father’s'Years is only $425,000, Martin 
pocketbook said 

Good planners, said Walter D. 
Cocking, of New York, the moa- 
erator, would have acquired the 
sites years ago before the areas 
jwere built up 

t for the 


“cottages,” which 


re increasing in popularity for 
ithe tots, School Architect L. B 
Perkins, of Chicago, said that 








BY JACK STROHM 
Free Press Staft Writer 


Traffic mtddles, slums and building congestion in the! 


nation's industrial centers Monday were termed no longer 
vice|able bi |Mere inconveniences but a matter of national survival. 


Retired Maj, Gen. Otto L. 
Nelson, Jr., director of one of 


jects, this 

warning Monday before the men 

who will map the cities of the 
atomic age. 

He addressed more than eee 


As Way to 


B? BOBERT S. BALL 
“urban conservation,” 
the country today as a primary 


against an atomic attack 


Statler bw 6 


SUNDAY MOR 


Urban Shift“ss ‘ULgeu 


A mationwide program of 
including 
decentralization, was urged upon 


step in making America secure 


The program was laid before | 
the annual conference of the. 
Kmerican Society of Planning ‘| be Gédrce 
Officials (ASPO) in the Hote 

Pan 11 1 Bialene etmettt So 


Dalton, a Chicago suburb, was 
building one for $135,000, 4 
jing the cost of the 200 by 200 
foot site. 


bd 









Lawrence P. Perkins 


a 
Survival 7 


urban vulnerability through non 


1,000 at Parley 


Nearly 1,000 planni “ 
re attending the oon BY AS Walter D. 
session. Discussions scheduled f 
today include sey zoning, ind . 9 2 


ping center district development, 5 7 y 7 
and planning industnal districts. Boge An. yo chair. 
Principal Kony today was to a Cees 

Romney. executive vice ~r ey" a Coin- 
resident of the Nash-Kelvinator jem, was clected vice pres 
iP - y it of the sociity Tuesday. 


A. Pitkin, — 


OCTOBER 18, 19Shuvcter of the Poanayivan 


Cocking 


li anenkine an “The Rale of 


NING, 





State mg Board, was a 


rectors are 





Planners Shift From Redevelopment to Conservation:=22225%: 


HOW TO SAVE the typical 
American neighborhood of sin- 
glefamily houses from sliding 
down the hill into a semislum 
has become a top-priority proj- 
ect for most American city plan- 
ners 


e 
At meetings in Detroit last 
week of the American Society of 
Planning Officials, their grow. 

n with the problem 


was obvious 
Four years ago, at their meet 
ing in Cleveland, they were all 








Trend toward efforts to save good housing 
in old neighborhoods, rather than wiping out 
the neighborhoods and starting over, is evident 


in Detroit meeting. 


By GRADY 


CLAY 


Courier-Journal Real Estate Editor 


put are either badly overcrowded one thing, that the 
or need some major repairs. 


The Public Housing Authority 


In cag ~ =e 


coe Sao on ee 
Sat the neigh- 
borhood, and will be oe 


new multi-story 


)Hotel Statler was presided over) “We are merely 


|at Greenfield and Eight Mile,| 


Philadelphia 


“conserva 
tion” approach is spreading 
Four years ago, at another 
AS.P.O. meeting, Edmund Ba. 
buy up the con, dynamic young executive di 
and tear them rector of Philadelphia's 
Planning Commission, told o! 
similar experiment going on in 


Cc 7 


ment projects into old neighbor. He charged that some 
hoods of low brick homes. 


“This has got planners id 


sjonal public housers have tended in 


‘ohnson of Poughkeepsie. N. ¥ 


= ‘umber of ney sound 
’ a tes uving & Sh Ry Put — 


“profes- pre 


=<ee<Aide Reveals dow Toronto 


may cast shadows on old 


cutting off light and air 
contrast may make the 
houses look too shabby 
If the “bulldozer approa 
fers no pat solution to st By ROBERT S. BALL 
blight and curing slums, } "1 
does the socalled Baltimor, How Toronto's new Metropo' 
emphasizing the enfor tan Corporation is tackling pro 
clared James W. Rouse 
dent of a Baltimore m 
firm and member of the 2"¢ other such areas in 
dent's Advisory Commis U nited States, was told by Fre 
Housing Policy rick G aw 
“The Baltimore vlan i the corporation's adminiarrari: 


‘Cornfield’ Shopping Centers Good? 





He referred to the shifting of 


| Tne to the suburbs. 


million-dollar 
there. 


ton’s central 


ng & include 


the land purchase for the 75 
Back Bay Center 


He said the center will be 
built about « mile from Bos- 

business district, 
surrounded within a half-mile 
radius by 123,000 residents. 
‘The development, on 28 acres | ‘stricta. 


1953 NATIONAL PLANNING CONFERENCE 


parking fa- 
Morris Ketchum, Jr. partner 


iby Foster Winter, treasurer Of new form of growth,” he said cilities for 6,000 cars. 
the J. L. Hudson Co., which will 


orris Ke etchum 


of health and housing la|jems almost identica] with those of the two-hour clin 
of Detroit's metropolitan area thought there was an 


Gardiner, chairman of | 






STATLER HOTEL, DETROIT 


ivic Problems 


no costly outlay for util-|to be repieced with multi-storied 
y. 1° allations apartmens, another on: third 
Foster Winter, treasurer of hy 

b- l > am : are to be ehabilitated. while the 
J Hudson Co. and chairman remaining third (in good condi 


session 
ple oppor. tion) will “em 









the tunity and incentive for both George Fomney. executive vice 
4.| downtown and suburban develop president of Nash-Kelvinator 
jment 
o! “Tan many nennie think decen 
estruction — 


but we 


the new 
however.” 
New suburban shopping cen 
ters deserve special tax consid. 
eration during the first two or 
three years. Laurence P. Smith 
Seattle real estate consultant, 
said, because of their heavy in 
vestment in such community 
facilities as utilities, parking 
areas and access roads. 
HOUSING ‘SURGERY 
At a session on urban conser 
vation, Elli¢k Maslan, supervis 
ing planner of the Chicago Hous- 
stors Authority. described a unique 
trag- velopment "selective sur Larry P. Smith 
Out-;" project in which one-third jroad concept of Detroit area 
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Expert Cites Need 


For Mass Transit 


700 City Planners ‘Told There’s 
Too Much Faith In Expressways 
By GRADY CLAY 
Courter sournal Bett Writer 

Detroit, Oct. 14.—The fellow who rides a trolley or subway 
to work—or would ride it if one were handy—was pictured 
here today as the forgotten man in new city plans. 

He pays high taxes to build expensive expressways, it was 


said, so that the comparative minority who own autos can save a 





a few minutes driving to and 


The Detroit News 4 





Expressway Critics Hit 
by B. of C. Transit Expert 


City officials were Joined today 


ty Detroit Beard of Commeres| 7 


compart aving “tad comet 
newest critics 


guessing” the 
of the city's expressway pro- Lg ee 


gra 
“Monday morning quarterback. 
after 


y've offered 


new. 

He referred to heads of the 
transit systems of Cleveland, 
ito and Youngstown, O., 
who told the American Society 
of Planning Offici ere that 
lure to include a rapid transit 
in express nlannine 






tax ttcome off the rolls,” he said.) 
must be put in as an ad 
1 future cost.” 

Glenn C. Richards, Detroit's 


inaceu 
rate counter-argument to William’ 
McBi chairman of the 


A 


Toronto Transgpration Commis. 


jon. 

McBrien had declared that a 
city with al-bus transportation 
usuaily has a 15 or 20-cent fa 
and said that Toronto's new 
400,000 subway will be paid for 


in 30 years out of-the fare box. dow 


The Toronto fare will be the 
same ax that on buses and street 
cars there. At present this is 10 


Transfers to other units of the 
jclty system are free, so at up 


ex. (own stations are loading piat- 
y co - ordinator, delivered forms for buses, connect 
and somewhat .\the train platform so the 


connected with 


senger can go from train to fue 
without picking up or presenting 
a transfer. 

‘onto route is nothing 
like those which have been pro- 
posed for Detroit, such as a fan 


re, of lines under Woodward, Gra. 


tiot, Grand River, Michigan and 
Fort or Jefferson. It runs up and 
yn Yonge in a straight line, 
and trains will not turn around, 
but tage their direction 
When Cobo reactivated the 
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City Planners Needle 
‘Auto Men on Parking 


By ROBERT 5. BALL 
Detroit planners took brick-|*”Stynar use is there to turn out 
bats and bouquets in stride today | cars if there is no place to put 

@ nearly 1,000 members of the them, or if their high-powered 
American Society of Planning Of meters can only oe ata 
orse-al our con- 
ficials (ASPO) plunged into the) ootteg centers? Or Lo hey 
second day of clinics, round-'" go, 3 were yee at the 
table discussions and oratory at | Detroit M Metropolitan Area Re 
the Hote! Statler. gional Planning Commission a 
One of the brickbets was aimed | pa und-table dis. 
at the auto industry, which was | cussion of — organizations 
accused of directing too little at-|for a metropolita: q 
tention to the end use of its| Their comments came after T. 
uct, and at city planners in|Ledyard Blakeman, executive 
general who think expressways | director pt the Detroit area 


STAR 
xkee«rk 
Complete Went Ads 





poe attention to these 
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Planners View ; 
Plan for Detroit 


By Will Hardy 





on the nearly 1,000 
_ of big cities in the na- 


—* plosion did not have the 
devastating effect of an atomic 
bomb, but it was enough to vary 
the schedule of the American So- 
city of Planning Officials now 
convening at the Hotel Statler 
here. 


wtonend to that 








{D 1873 





City Planners See Conflict 
Between Video and Aviation 


|debate as to the relative merits 
of projects now under construc- 
|tion in Detroit and Boston. 
rison was made be- 
\tween a 000,000 shopping end 
business center heing setahiiche. 


THE COURIER-JOURNAL, 


tralization means the destruction 

of the downtown ai area, but we 

do not think so.” Winter aid. 

“We are recognizing the new 

directions of growth, however.” 
nubuThan ehannine ase 
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Crocker Snow 
A suggesuon sor munimainy| leading planner said here today. 


the hazard came from Crocke: 
|Snow, Massachusetts aeronautic: 
|director 


Arthur C. Comey, consultant 
in city planning, Kittery Point, 
Perhaps we can bynch the) Me. told a gathering of American 
rE a ae antenna) Society of Planning Officials 
arms—compact @ all ei 
|rad and TV tranamitting towers members today that = 4 
serving one metropolitan ares should “put its municipal audi 
would be located,” Snew torium and ball park under the 


“Or, better yet, peng all! flight zone” of a major airport 
peseteasane tn 0 & soon oe id be} Such a plan has “pretty gen 
in one huge tower.” | eral among the plan 





Snow cited the multiple use of py og val Geieeties 
~ —— ty Building as a for Massachusetts,” but nobody 
pool. . 


ing of facilities, knows how to go about it.” 


OFFERS INQUIRY Two Cities Are Cited 
Henry J. Sullivan, chairman| Comey, one of the veterans in 
‘ot the Detroit Metropolitan Ares od i. and regional pl “BNIB 
jonal Planning Commiss' 
and newly age vice president —e" 





Seal actin nae a Most Candidates Back 


| if asked to 


Rs et scrmeas = Experts on Freeways 


: By CARL MULLER fe 
vicinity to) Louisvill yang of Detroit's wine couneil.|*Tott should 
rv KX. any of air-| tection {ca and the nine other pow WEY Eg an form 


‘Admimistration attorne 


_ YERYTHING’S SKY HIGH NOW 





- Airports Are Buying Air 


oy ED WINGE 


Fone Prose Start W river 


ing erected in the path for land- 
ngs and take-offs 

Airports may some day have The novel purchase of air 
to “buy the sky” above near-by rights came up in @ panel discus- 
private tand to protect and reg- “om om airport Zoning at the 
wiate aporoach patterns, the ASPO convention in the Statier 


‘Cities Told To Prohibit: 


Crowds Near Airports Planners Twit Auto Industry 
on Cars With No Place to Go 


By GRADY CLAY 


Courter sournal Stet! Writer 

| Detroit, Oct. 13—American cities are courting trouble if 
| they permit amusement parks, 
gathering places to be built dangerously close to airports, a 


auditoriums, or other public 


that big-city TV-station owners 
consider “television farms” where 
all the city’s TV broadcasting 
towers could be gathered in one | 
area, away from the flight paths 
of aircraft using local airports 
ge me such a “television 
farm” should be in the center of 


+ big city, which already has 
high buildings and other obstruc 
tions, he said. He cited Manhat 
tan’s Empire State rb ding 
its cluster of bi adcasting 
equipment, as an example 


Jets Another Problem 
As for the ow jet a 
craft to most bigest Py — 


the plan a th 


~~ MAYOR, EXPERTS ROW 
OVER EXPRESSWAYS 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 1983—28 








E.L. 


Tennyson 


By ROBREF* BALL 


Wm. C. McBrien 


“Are we kidding ourselves, 


Donald C. Hyde 
congest the downtown 

and accelerate, rather than re- 
tard, the spread of blight in and 
the flight of business from the 
core of the city. 


said the most Important was the in urban areas can never be 





when we provide for shiny new arousing of the citizenry as to ved using only buses 
See Cee tee tee ways for the moving car but do the danger which confronts the on ae... Tey conflict 
rats and bow#ue® in stride today jjttle or nothing about it when|country and expressed the hope with each other. 
ts nearly 1,000 members of the|it comes to its inevitable stop?” that President Dieenhower would Such was the barrage of crit! 
American § Qf. Orton asked down yesterday by @ 
|Scials (AS! panel of transit experts in: the 
vecond day pA session of the nations! 
3 The Detroit News a ett oO 
aie discus ay of 
he Hotei § at Hotel Statler. 
One of the 7 
ne oth EDITORIAL PAGE a 
tccused of ¢ 5O- FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1953 Mayor Cobo and Glenn C. 
ene a to 





produc 


a fevers "- se 4TE IN THE DAY 





pre 
frat 


Visiting transit 


Wilists ” the meeting here of the Society of Plan- 
ning Officials had a field day telling us of 


of engineers had rejected 
sp malls for trains as 
y's Expressways Challenged ae ie iy Shee 
present expressways. 
experts who came to = is a novelty. There was no experience sen Laid tat eorvape tod 
on which to bale a judgment of its laseermtned that transit 
‘practicality. Nevertheless. at the time wit, tion for Detroit's 
of its adoption it was deemed by a solid The tiaat againet the clty’s pre’ 


in expressways as 
transit 


the folly of our considerable investment 


It is typical of local history in the 


a reliance for rapid 





phalanx of experts, local 
national, to be the solution that would 
best serve Detroit's peculiar needs (public tion : 





state an¢? igram came from three recog. 
|nized ot 


jsit, there is no reason why De 
sue | Are Expresswsys All Wrong? 
iat come ke * a se * 
he ot Detroit’s Wasting Millions, If Cleveland Expert Is Right 
BY JACK STROHM manager of the Cleveland “FROM reports I read the at es + oe 


airport authorities might _: 
copy Tulare County's “air 

is” purchase as & means 
of controlling construction of 
land adjacent to airports. 


Planners were told. too. that’ 
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Detroit s multi-million-dotlar 
in had spent part of the exprese- 
way money on mass transpor- 


preseway program came 


sd scathing criticiam Wed- 
— at the annual confer- 
the Amenecan Society 


ence 
Pow der Planning Officials. 





transit system. said Detroit 


would be “far better off if 


tation 


Hyde made the comment at a 
panel discussion in Hotel 


STATLER HOTEL, DETROIT 


Ledge and Ford expresewayes 
i = are going to cont 200 million. 
he said 


moe more persons rapiliv 
four-lane highway tor 


- 
Cleveland is pian- 
milhon dollar sub- 
way becauae the alternative is 
hundreds of millions of doliars 


OCTOBER 11-15 


“The inadequary of these 
freeways at such & cont is 
whet strikes me.” 
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i Bn Meoreciation 
American Scetyo Planning ial | 


| Bow ard Berbert Bennet | 


Left to right: Gearge Romey, Executive Vice 
President, Nash-Kelvinator Corporation, 


Commmity Betterment;" Frederick G. Gardiner, 
Chairman, Toronto Metropolitan Council, 


Agricultural Research and Development Depart - 

















Bei. Society of Ad ome OFiciuls is pent 
to honor tdward Herbert ‘Bennett, architect and planner 

in the prey of Ghe Plan of Chicago 
pee will forever stand as a Landmark in the history 
of American city planning: Pror to the C ‘Pian Bennett had 
collaborated in the production of Ghe San Francisco’Plan of 1905" 
| In oo Edward’ Bennett was appointed first consultant to the newly 
formed Chicago Plan Commission. He continued to devote the major 
part of his time to city pa completing a pln fr Detroit in 
1915, a plan for Ottawa and Hull in the same pear, and the Plan 
ot Minneapolis” in 1917 


ward Bennert worked on other aspects of planning. He was 
the pane. of ee ea and Camp Knox for the United 
States Army the planner of the approach to the Capitol in Wash 
ington and of Grant Park and Buckingham Fountain m Chicago From 
197 t WAS he served as aaemiiee Beard of Architecture on 
Governmental Buildings tor the United States Grersury 
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ee is expression of apprecation at the 1953 National 

eee in the City of Detroit, October 11-15, 1953, the 
American tran Satay of RamningOficnehonore Cdwand Herbert Bennet 
as one of the fathers of city planning in the United Stutes 


wm Gk. 
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lunchemm speaker on "The Role of Industry in 


luncheon speaker on "The Metropolitan City;" 
H. Gifford Till, Director, Industrial and 


ment, Missouri-Kansas-Texas Lines, and T. K. 
Pasm, Area Development Division, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, participants in Planned 
Industrial Districts Clinic; James W. Rouse, 
former chairman, Housing Bureau Advisory 
Council of Baltimore, participant in Urban 
Conservation Clinic. 
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1953 AWARDS 


The annual ASPO awards to honor persons who have made an out- 
standing contribution to planning went tLis year to Louis Brownlow and 
Edward H. Bennett. Mr. Brownlow, to whom the award came as a complete 
surprise, was present to receive the acclaim of the 
assembled planners. Mr. Bemmett, who was unable to 
attend the meeting, sent the following message: 

"Reminiscing about plans made in the past, I 
would like you to firstly think of the plan of 
Detroit I made long ago for a commission headed by 
Charles Moore as being a foundation plan, embodying 
the vital circumferential arteries of a City Plan, 
and lacking the symmetry of many other plans of the 
period which were based on earlier plans influenced . 
by or actually drawn by Major L'Enfant. This plan of 
Detroit was dominated by considerations of economy. 
When made, this plan could have been executed at a moderate cost. Like 
most other city plans, it was not followed up actively by a group of 
disinterested citizens as was the case in the Chicago Plan under the 
chairmanship of Charles Wacker after the death of Daniel Burnhan, 

"As a disinterested and devoted citizen, Mr. Wacker stood out 
with distinction. More than once when I was consultant, he turned 
to me after decisions had been made by the Commission on alternative 
street plans, saying 'Edward' or 'Bennett' (whichever he called me), 
‘did I influence the judgment of you and your staff?' Answered in the 
negative, he said he could not refrain fram telling me the alternate 
would greatly have added to the value of his real estate holdings. 
This is disinterestedness! At present I am glad to say the Chicago 
Plan Commission is developing the circumferential artery idea, and 
the Congress Street axis, once bitterly fought, is now béing executed. 

"I have spoken of the Detroit Plan lacking perhaps symmetry and, 
shall we say, beauty. It was not, as some other plans, well illus- 
trated, nor was it symmetrical in the sense of the Buffalo Plan, 
based, I believe, on an original plan by L'Enfant. I developed for 
the Commissim what I thought to be a superb ‘ring street’ punctuated 
at angles by five public buildings - alas, not executed except for 
the City Hall and square. Perhaps some of us, through our French 
architectural training, overstressed symmetry in our search for 
beauty as well as utility. In these times, the concept of beauty 
may be understood as a balance or harmony. In an asymmetrical con- 
position of buildings the tensions given by mass on one hand, and 
brilliance on the other, may result (in large planning) as in modern 
painting and sculpture, in new forms of beauty. 

"Have I stressed this question of beauty too mich? I think not. 
In Washington, under Mr. Andrew Mellon, that was his insistence, 28 
in other fine community commissions for whom I have worked. 

"In conclusion, let me remind you of the famous motto of Daniel 
Burnham for City Planners: ‘Make no little plans - - - Aim high in 
hope and work - - - Let your watchword be order and your beacon 
beauty.' And again, let us keep in mind the saying attributed to 
the Greeks - 'To make your City loved, we mst make it lovely.' 

"I am with you in heart and spirit. May success crown your 
City Planning enterprises. Thank you." 





Louis Brownlow 
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NEW OFFICERS OF ASPO 


At the annual meeting of members of the 
American Society of Planning Officials, the fol- 
lowing new officers and directors were elected: 

President: Francis A. Pitkin, Executive 
Director, Pennsylvania State Planning Board. 

Vice President: Henry J. Sullivan, Chair- 
man, Detroit Metropolitan Area Regional Planning 
Commission. 

Directors for a term of three years: Hayden 
Johnson, City Manager, Poughkeepsie; Thomas F. 
McDonough, Chairman, Boston City Planning Board; 
and Harold V. Miller, Director, Tennessee State 
Planning Commission. 

For a one-year term to fill the unexpired 
term of Louis S. Rothschild, resigned: Lawrence 
M. Orton, Commissioner, New York City Planning 
Commission. 














INCREASE IN DUES 


The Board of Directors at the annual meet- 
ing held in Detroit, voted to increase the general 
dues of the Society from $10 to $15 per year, 
effective January 1. Exceptions to the increase 
are: 

(a) members outside the United States; 

(b) students, whose membership fee will 

remain $5; and 

(c) library subscriptions to the News- 

letter and yearbook, which fee will 
remain $10. 

Members whose billing date falls due before 
December 31 will not be affected by the change 
until 1954. 

There is no change in subscription rates 
for PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE or the ZONING 
DIGEST. 











DENVER PROPOSES ANNEXATION POLICY 


The planning commission of the city and county 
of Denver has up for consideration a six-point policy 
on future amnexations. Briefly the points are: 

1. The area to be annexed must lie within the 
water and sewer lines and the capacity of the plants. 

2. Development in the area shall be in sub- 
stantial compliance with Denver regulations cover- 
ing subdivisions, building construction, sanitation 
and health. 

3. The area must be in substantial compliance 
with those parts of the Denver zoning ordinance 
governing area, bulk and performance standards. 

4. Prior to annexation, the area shall make 
satisfactory arrangements for the installation of 
water mains. 

5. As a condition of annexation the area shall 
dedicate land for schools, parks, fire stations. 
(In lieu of dedication the area would pay an equi- 
valent charge proposed to equal 8 per cent of the 
value of the unimproved land in the area.) 

The commission was in substantial agreement on 
the first five points in the policy. The sixth 
point proposed an annexation fee. The fee was pro- 
posed partly to compensate the city for the cost 
of additional public improvements that would be 
necessary because of the annexation. In the plan- 
ning commission, there was a division of opinion 
on the equity or feasibility of a fee. The state- 
ment of policy as transmitted to the mayor and city 
council therefore recommended adoption of the first 
five points as city policy, and to continue study 
of the matter of an annexation fee. 


TOWN PLANNING INSTITUTE OF CANADA 


At the first annual meeting of the reorganized 
Town Planning Institute of Canada, the following 
executive officers were elected: E. W. Thrift, 
Winnipeg, president; E. G. Faludi, Toronto, first 
vice president; P. A. Deacon, Toronto, second vice 
president; and R. N. Dryden, Kitchener, secretary- 
treasurer. 





EFFECT OF “CUSTOM” IN HOME OCCUPATIONS 


ASPO recently issued PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE 
Report No. 54 dealing with home occupations. The 
following communication questioning the suitability 
of "custan" as a criterion in determining the valid- 
ity of a home occupation is very much to the point: 


"I was pleased to read Information Report number 51, 
dealing with home occupations. It covers the field 
in an excellent manner. 


"I should like to comment briefly on the comclusions 
drawn in that it appeared that the report favored 
the reference to "custom" as one of the criteria 
in determining the validity of a home occupation. 
I suppose it may be said that I am one of those who 
favor the technological approach in which the defi- 
nition of a home occupation is based upon objective 
standards rather than upon custom. This stand seems 
necessary, however, if we are to be consistent with 
current trends which favor the abandonment of non- 
conforming uses. The home occupation, justified 
on the basis of custom, can be just as injurious 
to a land use plan as can the continuance of a4 non- 
conforming use for an indefinite period. It seems 
to me also that reliance upon custom has precisely 
the type of effect we are trying to get away from 
in zoning whereby the future is cast in the mold of 
the past." (Ronald Scott, Director of Planning, 
Greensboro, North Carolina.) 


MOBILITY OF UNITED STATES POPULATION 


The Bureau of the Census has just released a 
report based on a sample survey showing the mobility 
of the population of the United States as of April 
1952. Approximately 30,000,000, or almost 20 per 
cent of the total population, had changed residence 
within the continental United States during the period 
of April 1951 to April 1952. Of the 30,000,000 mobile 
persons who changed residence, about 20,000,000 had 
moved within a county, and about 10,000,000 had moved 
from one coumty to another. 
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PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE 


Group care for the children of working 
mothers has become a permanent institution in 
our society. PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE Infor- 
mation Report No. 55 (October 1953), entitled 
Nurseries and Day Care Centers, points out that 
an increasing number of communities are mking 
provision for day nurseries in their zoning 
ordinances. 

The bulletin reports on new standards for 
nursery facilities as developed by national 
welfare organizations, and analyzes the current 
zoning trends with respect to nurseries gnd 
day care centers, including zoning provisions 
that encourage their location in neighborhood 
environments, and provisions that tend to lessen 
any disturbing features. 














METROPOLITAN STUDY IN PITTSBURGH 


The 1951 Pennsylvania legislature established 
a Metropolitan Study Commission to investigate the 
problems of the Pittsburgh-Allegheny County area 
and to make recommendations for needed legislation 
on metropolitan problems. The legislation was re- 
newed in 1953, with instructions to report to the 
1955 legislature. 

Recently, the Buhl Foundation has made a grant 
of $50,000 to the Pennsylvania Economy League for 
the purposes of providing staff and carrying out 
the necessary research work for the Commission's 
report. 

The League's Director of Research, David H. 
Kurtzman, is in general charge of the study, and 
Emery P. Sedlak is the research supervisor. 

Park Martin, Executive Director of the Allegheny 
Conference on Community Development, and member 
of the ASPO Board of Directors, is general chair- 
man of the Metropolitan Study Commission. 





ZONING DIGEST 


The ZONING DIGEST for November will con- 
tain a summary of the first decision of an ap- 
pellate court dealing with exclusive industrial 
zoning. The court divided four to three to 
hold that residences could not be eliminated 
from an industrial district which consisted of 
undeveloped land. For a full summary of the 
decision and for editorial comment, see the 
ZONING DIGEST. 

There will be a case in which an emergency 
zoning ordinance was held invalid, several cases 
dealing with nonconforming uses, a decision 
holding that private restrictions are not af- 
fected by a zoning ordinance, and several deci- 
sions in which the board of appeals exceeded 
its authority. 











CORNELL SCHOLARSHIPS 


Scholarships and fellowships for the academic 
year 1954-55 are available for students accepted as 
candidates for the degree Master of City and Regional 
Planning at Cornell University. 

Cornell junior fellowships carry a stipend of 
$1,700. Tuition scholarships exempt the recipient 
from payment of tuition of $700. The University 
Fellowship in Architecture provides free tuition 
plus $400. 

An assistantship in planning, with a grant of 
$1,725 will also be awarded to a candidate for the 
Ph.D. in planning or to a candidate for the Master's 
degree who has had practical experience in a plan- 
ning office. 

Details of these awards and information about 
the program in planning at Cornell may be obtained 
from the College of Architecture, Cornell University, 
Ithaca, New York. Applications must be received 
before February 20, 1954. 


ANNUAL REPORTS 


Annual Report 1952. Chicago Plan Commission, 10th 
Floor, City Hall, Chicago 2, Illinois; Frederick 
T. Aschman, Executive Director. June 1953. 1l6pp. 
illus.maps,graph. 





Annual Report 1953. District of Columbia Redevel- 
opment Land Agency, 499 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., 
Washington 1, D.C.; John R. Searles, Jr., Secretary. 
September 1953. 17pp.illus.maps,chart. 





Planning Brings Progress. Maryland-National Capital 
Park and Planning Commission, 4811 Riverdale Road, 
Riverdale, Maryland; Robert M. Watkins, Chairman. 
July 1953. Unpaged,illus.maps,graphs. 





Annual Report 1952-1953. Merced County Planning 
Commission, Court House, Merced, California; Vernon 
Cotter, Planning Director. July 1953. 17pp.maps. 





Annual Report of the City Planning Commission, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, for the Year 1952. City 








102 


Planning Commission, 339 City Hall, Minneapolis 15, 
Minnesota; Herman E. Olson, City Planning Engineer. 
2kpp .mimeo.illus.maps ,charts. 


Planning Progress Report 1950, 1951, 1952. Ogden 
City Planning Commission, Room 712, City and County 
Building, Ogden, Utah; Owen W. Burnham, Director. 
January 1953. 18pp.illus.maps,plat,graph. 





Una Década de Planificacién en Puerto Rico 1942-52. 
Puerto Rico Planning Board, Santurce, Puerto Rico; 
Rafael Picd, Chairman. 60pp.illus.charts. 





Annual Report 1952-1953. San Mateo County Planning 
Commission, Courthouse, Redwood City, California; 
Frank S. Skillman, Planning Director. 1953. Un- 
paged, illus.graphs. 





Planning In Utah County 1952. Seventh Annual Re- 
port. Utah County Planning Association, City and 
County Building, Provo, Utah. 
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Fayetteville, North Carolina. Planning 
Director. Salary, $;,500-5,000. Qualifications: 
degree in planning and some experience in plan- 
ning. Write to: G. W. Ray, City Manager, Room 
212, City Hall, Fayetteville, North Carolina. 


Gainesville, Georgia. Planning Director. 
Salary, $5,000. Qualifications: degree in plan- 
ning, plus at least one year experience in 4 
planning program; or equivalent combination of 
training and experience. Write to: Sylvan 
Meyer, Secretary, Gainesville-Hall County Plan- 
ning Commission, c/o The Daily Times, Gainesville, 
Georgia. 





Guam. Territorial Planning Commission of 
Guam. Engineer IV (Chief of the Department of 
Iand Planning.) Salary, $7,475-9,360. Write 
to: W. E. Sinclair, Territorial Government of 
Guam, Department of Public Works, Agana, Guan. 
(ASPO has copies of a circular describing the 
position, living conditions, etc., in Guam.) 











Hamilton, Ontario. City Planning Commis- 
sioner (Planning Director). Salary, $6,500-9,000. 
Qualifications: degree in planning preferred, 
plus five years experience in responsible charge 
of a planning program. Write to: J. A. MacDonald, 
Controller, City Hall, Hamilton, Ontario. 








Hampton, Virginia. Planning Technician. 
Salary, $5,000. Qualifications: degree in plan- 
ning from a school of planning, plus some ex- 
perience. Write to: William S. Coburn, City 
Manager, City Hall, Hampton, Virginia. 








New Orleans, Louisiana. City Planning and 
Zoning Commission. Junior Planner. Salary: 
$3,980 (plus $50 a month car allowance). Quali- 
fications: bachelor's degree in city planning, 
landscape architecture or civil engineering. 
Full-time experience in these fields may be sub- 
stituted on a year for year basis for quali- 
fication. 

Write to: Louis C. Bisso, Director-Secretary, 
City Planning and Zoning Commission, Howard Annex, 
535 St. Charles Street, New Orleans 12, Louisiana. 








Paterson, New Jersey. Passaic County Plan- 
ning Board. Planning Technician. Starting 
salary, $3,600. Qualifications: college degree 
with major in planning, or equivalent profes- 
sional on-the-job training. Write to: Robert 
J. B. Fleming, Secretary, Passaic County Planning 
Board, Room 300, County Administration Building, 
Paterson 1, New Jersey. 








Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
Authority. Planning Analyst II. Salary, $5,400- 
6,783. Qualifications: degree in planning or 
social sciences plus four years in the design 
and execution of research connected with housing, 


Redevelopment 








POSITIONS AVAILABLE 


city planning, or related fields. 


Training and 
experience should emphasize knowledge of statis- 
tical methods and their use in planning, 


Write to: David A. Wallace, Director of 
Planning and Development, Redevelopment Authority 
of the City of Philadelphia, 2lst and Parkway, 
Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania. 


Rock Island, Illinois. City Planner. Salary 
commensurate with experience. Qualifications: 
degree in planning plus reasonable experience to 
carry out city planning activities with consult- 
ant help. Will also serve as executive secretary 
to planning commission. Write to: Cornelius 
Bodine, City Manager, City Hall, Rock Island, 
Illinois. 





Rockford, Illinois. Rockford and Winnebago 





County Planning Commission. Director. Salary, 
$6,600-7,200. Qualifications: degree in plan- 


ning, plus experience in responsible charge of a 
planning operation. 

Planning Assistant. Salary, $3,000-3,500. 
Qualifications: degree in planning or related 
field with some experience in a planning agency. 

Write to: Carroll H. Starr, 204 Rockford 
Trust Building, Rockford, Illinois. 





Santa Clara, California. Planning and Zon- 
ing Engineer. Starting salary approximately 
31500-1800 Qualifications: graduate degree 
in planning, with experience in preparation and 
administration of zoning ordinances and master 
plans preferred. Write to: Joseph F. Base, 
City Manager, City Hall, Santa Clara, California. 





Syracuse, New York. Assistant City Planner. 
Salary $5,650, annual increments $150. Qualifi- 
cations: college training in planning or civil 
engineering or both. Experience jin zoning, mpping, 
land subdivision. Write to: Sergei N. Grim, 
Executive Director, City Planning Commission, 
301 East Washington Street, Syracuse, New York. 





Worcester, Massachusetts. Planning Director. 
Salary, $6,000-7,200. Qualifications: eight 
years experience in city planning, architecture, 
landscape architecture, civil engineering, or 
public administration, four years of which have 
been in a responsible administrative position 
in city, county or regional planning. Bachelor's 
degree in city planning or related fields may 
be substituted for two years of required working 
experience, and graduate work in these fields 
may be substituted year for year. No substitu- 
tions permitted for the four years of responsible 
administrative experience. 

Forward application in duplicate to: Francis 
J. McGrath, City Manager, City Hall, Worcester, 
Massachusetts, and to Edward Early, Chairman, 
Worcester Plaming Board, 97 Elm Street, Worcester, 
Massachusetts. 
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PERSONALS 


Albert Barry, recent graduate in landscape 
architecture at Penn State College, has joined the 
steff of the Franklin County Regional Planning Com- 
mission, Columbus, Ohio. 


Eric Carlson, who has spent the last year in 
Brazil serving as UN lecturer on public relations 
at the Brazilian School of Public Administration, 
has returned to the United States to his position 
as associate editor of The American City magazine. 


Harry R. Conaway, formerly senior planning 
technician with the Marin County Planning Commis- 
sion, has accepted the position of senior planning 
technician with the Tulare County Planning Commis- 
sion, Visalia, California. 


Martha Connor, formerly research assistant for 
the Town Planning Department of Edmonton, Canada, 
has joined the star? of the Ogden City Planning 
Commission as assistant planner. 


Stuart Eurman, formerly a field representative 
with the Division of Slum Clearance and Urban Redevel- 
opment of HHFA in Washington, D.C., has accepted 
the position of planner with the Franklin County 
Regional Planning Commission in Columbus, Ohio. 


Carl Feiss, who has been with the Division of 
Slum Clearance and Urban Redevelopment, HHFA, has 
taken a leave of absence to serve as staff advisor 
to the President's advisory committee on government 
housing policies and programs, with a special assign- 
ment to serve on a subcommittee on urban redevelop- 
ment, rehabilitation and conservation, chaired by 
James Rouse of Baltimore. 


Willis H. Frazee, Jr., formerly senior research 
analyst for the Urban Redevelopment Authority of 
Columbus, Ohio, has been appointed administrative 
aid in the village of Kettering, Ohio. 


Carl L. Gardner, who has been serving as secre- 
tary of the Chicago Plan Commission, announced his 
resignation effective November 15, and the organi- 
zation of a new firm to be known as Carl L. Gardner 
and Associates, which will serve as a consultant in 
city planning, zoning, and industrial development 
fields. Gardner has been with the Chicago Plan 
Commission since 1945. 


George W. Hubley, Jr., who has served as execu- 
tive director of the Kentucky Agricultural and Indus- 
trial Development Board, resigned effective Noven- 
ber 1 to become executive vice president of the Ohio 
Valley Improvement Association. 


Thomas James, II, of Louisville, Kentucky, has 
been appointed executive director of the Wheeling 
Area Conference on Community Development. 


Leonard McClintock, formerly secretary of the 
City Planning Commission of Martinez, California, 
has been appointed city manager of El Centro, Calif. 
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Vincent L. Oredson, formerly assistant planner, Prepared 
has become associate planner for the city planning ———— 
commission of Tacoma, Washington. Rodney O'Hiser 
has also joined the staff as an assistant planner, ces 
David G. Osborn, one time staff member of ASPO, | ” 
has recently received a Ph.D. in geography at the Court 0: 
University of Chicago. His doctoral dissertation ad 523+ 
is entitled "Geographical Features of the Automation ver 10, 
of Industry." paged 
r?) 
Herman D. Ruth, formerly with the Housing to esta 
° ’ and 
Home Finance Agency, has opened an office as a con- right ot 
munity planning consultant at 6250 Merced Avenue, , a 
Oakland 11, California. ein 
Vernon Sawyer, recently with the Norfolk Re- | = 
development Authority, has joined the staff of the or On 
Franklin County, Ohio, Regional Planning Commission, ong . 
Melvin St. J. Susi, formerly on the staff of — 
the Providence Redevelopment Agency, has accepted a the 
a@ position with the Miami, Florida, City Planning et @ | 
pore. | yhose x 
Joe Taylor, formerly executive assistant of the a b 
Kentucky Agricultural and Industrial Development sae 
Board, has been appointed director of the Board, a coe 
succeeding George W. Hubley. a pe 


Shirley K. Werthamer, who spent the last year | “publi 
in Europe with her husband, Dr. Werthamer, has re- gl _ 
turned to this country and is again with the West- : 








chester County Department of Planning. | ae 
William L. C. Wheaton, now professor in the | ae. 


department of land and city planning at the University he d 
of Pennsylvania, recently received a Ph.D. degree - es 
in political science from the University of Chicago. 6 


His thesis title was "The Evolution of Federal Hous- | — 
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BIRTH declar: 

Born to Herman and Minnie Ruth, of Oakland, prtin 
California, a son, Lawrence Walter, on October 21, _"s 
1993 - | tional 
by the 

ELISABETH M, HERLIEY held b 

, We announce with regret the oa_ 

' death of Elisabeth M. Herlihy on city c 

October 28, 1953. Miss Herlihy 

¥ ; On the 

" had been in public service for one 

some 43 years as a member of the vate ¢ 

Boston City Planning Board and the st 

“=_“ as Chairman of the Massachusetts static 

State Planning Board. A member of ASPO since plated 
1935, she served on the Board of Directors of the ing to 
Society, and was general chairman of the Boston & publ 
Conference Committee for the 1952 National Plan- ; 
ning Conference. Illness prevented her scheduled the pl 
participation in the Detroit Conference. ing me 
power. 
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PLANNING LEGAL NOTES 
Prepared by Walter H. Blucher 





Parking Authority Law (New Haven, Connecticut) Held 
Constitutional. 

Barnes v. City of New Haven et al., Supreme 
Court of Errors of Connecticut, June 2, 1953, 98 A. 
ad 523. Act No. 473, which took effect on Septem- 
ber 10, 1951, creates a New Haven [Connecticut] 
Parking Authority. It provides for the appointment 
of a parking authority of five members, with power 
to establish parking facilities, to exercise the 
right of eminent domain, to issue general obligation 
or revenue bonds, to provide for assessment of bene- 
fits against property owners specifically benefited 
by any parking facility, etc. 

The court said that the fundamental question 
for decision is whether the parking project for 
which the act provides is a legitimate public pur- 
pose. It answered the question in the affirmtive. 
While pointing out that the plans adopted by the 
authority are primarily for the benefit of merchants 
in the shopping center of the city who constitute 
but a small portion of its total population and 
whose need for parking facilities is limited to the 
usual day-time store hours, an incidental financial 
benefit which results to certain individuals, as 
distinguished from the public at large, does not 
deprive a project of its legitimate public purpose. 
The court said that the modern trend of authority 
is to expand and liberally construe the meaning of 
“public purpose.” 








Public Parking Lot Statute Held Legal. Gasoline 
Station Proper Use On Public Parking Lot. 

Gate City Garage, Inc. et al. v. City of Jack- 
sonville, Supreme Court of Florida, July 10, 1953, 
reh. den. July 30, 1953, 66 S. 2d 653. The Florida 
legislature authorized the city of Jacksonville to 
acquire land for the operation of off-street auto- 
mobile parking facilities, and authorized the city 
to pledge the revenue from parking meters as security 
for the payment of revenue bonds. The legislature 
declared the establishment of off-street automobile 
parking facilities as a proper public or mnicipal 
purpose. 

This suit was brought to test the constitu- 
tionality of the statute and the ordinance adopted 
by the city of Jacksonville. Majority of the court 
held both the statute and the ordinance to be con- 
stitutional. 

It was claimed that the reservation in the 
city of the authority to lease a filling station 
on the property is the equivalent of taking one 
mn's property and leasing it to another for pri- 
vate gain. This was dismissed by the court with 
the statement, "Constructing and leasing a filling 
station on a parking lot the size of that conten- 
plated is a mere incident, the primary purpose be- 
ing to acquire and construct a parking lot to serve 
& public and mmicipal purpose.” 

Two of the justices dissented, holding that 
the pledging of the gross receipts from the park- 
ing meters was an attempt to barter away the police 
power. 








Trailer Ordinance Held Legal Under Zoning Statute. 





Cooper v. Sinclair, Supreme Court of Florida, 
en Banc, June 26, 1953, 66 S. 2d 7o2. Appellant 
was convicted in the municipal court of the city of 
Iakeland, Florida, of violating the city's trailer 
ordinance. He tested the constitutionality of this 
ordinance through a writ of habeas corpus. 

The ordinance prohibits the parking or stor- 
ing of any camp car, house car, or trailer, which 
is commonly used for living or sleeping purposes 
anywhere except in regularly licensed public camps, 
etc. In answer and return to the writ, the city 
declared that the ordinance was adopted as an inte- 
grated part of a comprehensive plan for regulating 
the use of property within the corporate limits of 
the city of Lakeland. 

The court, in upholding the constitutionality 
of the ordinance, cited the Florida Zoning Statute 
and said that the appellant had failed to show 
that the ordinance "is not better calculated to 
promote the health and general welfare of the citi- 
zens of Lakeland, to conserve the value of prop- 
erties, and to encourage the most appropriate use 
of land, than would be the case were indiscriminate 
parking and use of trailers permitted throughout 
the citv." 


Trailer Ordinance Held Invalid. 

Wood v. Peckham et al., Supreme Court of Rhode 
Island, July 20, 1953, 98 Ae 2d 669. The town of 
Middletown, Rhode Island, in January 1952, adopted 
a trailer ordinance containing fourteen sections 
dealing with permits, public notice, sanitary facil- 
ities, etc. Section 7 of the ordinance provides 
that no application to operate a camp ground shall 
be approved unless "in the opinion of the Town 
Council, the proposed Jocation be a suitable and 
proper place for the keeping and maintenance of 
such @ camp ground .. ." and unless the camp is 
equipped with running water, etc. Petitioner ob- 
jected to the ordinance on the ground that a state 
statute provides in detail the regulation of such 
camps. 

The court held the ordinance to be invalid on 
the ground that it was the intention of the legis- 
lature to deal exclusively, and on a4 state-wide 
basis, with this matter. The court said "it is de- 
clared to be a fundamental principle that municipal 
ordinances are inferior in status and subordinate 
to the laws of the state." The court said further: 
"It has been held that, where a state legislature 
has made provision for the regulation of conduct in 
a given situation and has provided punishment for 
the failure to comply therewith, it has shown its 
intention that the subject mtter is fully covered 
by the statute and that a municipality under its 
general powers cannot regulate the same conduct or 
make the same act an offense also against a munici- 
pal ordinance." 

The court held also that the language used in 
Section 7 as quoted herein provided no standard to 
be applied to the term "suitable and proper." 
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ASPO receives more than 600 planning books, pamphlets and reports each month, 
It is possible to mention only a very limited number and to do justice to only a few 
of them. Copies may be secured from publishers. ASPO does not have copies for 
distribution, 


Planning Literature 


RENEWING OUR CITIES. By Miles L. Colean. Published 
by The Twentieth Century Fund, 300 West 42d Street, 
New York 36, New York. 1953. 8lpp.illus. $2.50. 
(A plea for a positive and overall program for the 
renewal of dynamic cities. "Urban renewal must be 
understood for what it is: a continuous and co- 
ordinated process of growth, maintenance and re- 
placement of the parts of the urban structure. The 
objective is to maintain the total process. The 
measures must be something more than intermittent 
surgery to remove sick cells but, rather, must re- 
gard and attend to the vitality of the whole.") 


COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION FOR NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOP- 
MENT - PAST AND PRESENT. Sidney Dillick. Published 
by Woman's Press. Distributed by William Morrow and 
Co., 425 Fourth Avenue, New York 16, New York. 1953. 
166pp. $4.00. ("This study is designed to review 
the major developments in neighborhood organization 
for social welfare from the end of the Civil War to 
the era following World War II. ... This study 
was prompted by the need for more effective coordi- 
nated use of the social services and for greater 
citizen participation in community planning for 
social welfare.") 


MAKING GOOD COMMUNITIES BETTER (Revised). By Irwin 
T. Sanders. University of Kentucky Press. 1950-1953. 
197pp. $2.50. (The author claims that this is 
really a headbook, not a handbook; but actually it 
is a useful handbook for persons concerned with 
community development. It tells briefly how to 
mobilize the urban community resources; how you 
establish various types of programs; what you do 
to determine if industrial expansion is possible. 
The sections being very brief, they merely point 
the way. Do not expect a comprehensive analysis 
of what you have to do to bring industry to your 
community. 


BOARD OF APPEALS. Richard E. Arms, Secretary, 
Waukesha Board of Appeals. Available from Mayor 
C. C. Smith, City Hall, Waukesha, Wisconsin. Un- 
paged,mimeo. $1.00. (A series of brief reports (8) 
describing the functions of the Board of Appeals.) 


ZONING IN BERGEN COUNTY. County Planning Board, 
Hackensack, New Jersey; Charles C. Littlefield, 
Chairman, June 1953. 23pp.mimeo.maps,graph. (A 
report which makes specific recommendations for the 
improvement of zoning ordinances in the 70 munici- 
palities in Bergen County.) 


TRANSPORTATION FOR SAN DIEGO. Industrial Survey 
Associates, 605 Market Street, San Francisco 5, 
California; Stuart Parry Walsh, Director. July 1953. 
78pp.append.plano&mimeo.illus.maps,charts,tables. 


LOADING EXPERIENCE AS A BASIS FOR ZONING REQUIREMENTS. 
Kenneth Green. Traffic Quarterly. Volume VII, No. 4. 
October 1953. Reprints available from Eno Foundation, 
Saugatuck, Connecticut. (A statistical analysis of 
a@ curb-loading survey conducted by the City of Port- 
land, Oregon, Traffic Department.) 
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GRANITE CITY: A PLAN FOR ABERDEEN. By W. Dobson 
Chapman and Charles F. Riley. Published by the 
British Book Centre, 122 E. 55th Street, New York 
22, New York. 1952. 168pp.illus.maps. $9.00, 
(Certainly one of the most comprehensive of the 
British town planning studies. This report on 
Aberdeen, Scotland, beautifully and lavishly illus- 
trated with excellent photographs and maps, repre- 
sents the more progressive type of town planning 
survey now being made in Great Britain. 


HOUSES 1953. Third Supplement to the Housing Manual 
1949. Ministry of Housing and Local Government. 
Available from H. M. Stationery Office, York House, 
London, W.C. 2, England. 1953. 65pp.illus,charts, 
tables. 3s. (Contains the latest designs for eco- 
nomical houses and site plans; includes portions of 
the site plan of one of the new towns.) 


LET'S LOOK AT HOUSING. A Report on Housing Conditions 
in Selected Areas of Saint Louis. Housing Rehabili- 
tation Coordinating Committee. Available from City 
Plan Commission, Civil Court Building, St. Louis l, 
Missouri; William H. Coibion, Director of Planning. 
August 1953. ‘S4pp.illus.maps,tables,charts. 


THE POPULATION OF PHILADELPHIA AND ITS METROPOLITAN 
AREA. General Characteristics and Trends. Public 
Information Bulletin No. 6-A. Philadelphia City 
Planning Commission, Market Street National Bank 
Building, Market and Juniper Streets, Philadelphia 7, 
Pennsylvania; Edmund N. Bacon, Executive Director. 
September 1953. 15pp.illus.mps,tables,charts ,graphs. 


RALEIGH TOWNSHIP POPULATION FORECAST. Department of 
Planning, City Hall Annex, Raleigh, North Carolina; 
H. W. Stevens, Director of Planning. August 1953. 
Unpaged, hecto.tables,charts,graphs. $1.00. 


POPULATION OF BINGHAMTON, N.Y. General Plan, Report 
No. 2. Broome County Planning Board, 209 County 
Court House, Binghamton, New York; Robert C. Hoover, 
Planning Director. June 1953. 43pp.mimeo,illus. 
maps,charts,graphs,tables. 50¢. 


PLANNING REPORT FOR WHITEMARSH. Township Planning 
Board, Whitemarsh, Pennsylvania. Available from 
Montgomery County Planning Commission, Courthouse, 
Norristown, Pennsylvania; LeRoy L. Little, Director. 
May 1953. 3lpp.mimeo.illus,maps,tables. $1.00. 


WISCONSIN'S BALANCE SHEET. The Milwaukee Journal, 
Public Service Bureau, 4th and State Streets, Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin. 1953. 92pp.illus.graphs,tables. 
(Background information on industry in Wisconsin.) 





ANALYSIS OF CAPITAL PROGRAM, CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, 
1954-1959. Citizens Council on City Planning, 
1717 Sansom Street, Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania; 
John W. Bodine, President. September 1953. 30pp- 
mimeo.illus.tables,graphs. (The Citizens Council 
on City Planning reviewed the capital improvement 
program and made recommendation for the removal or 
deferment of approximately $5,000,000 in projects.) 
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